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This report is also accompanied by A^n^EXES, comprising: 
a. I I (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of ^ 



. sheets, as follows: 



I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instmctions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the intemational application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 
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Reasoned statement imder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemational application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 1. With regard to tiie language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 



I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report): 

The international application as origmally filed/furnished 

I I the description: 

, as originally filed/fiimished 
pages _^ ^ ^ 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I the claims: 



, as originally filed/fiimished 
, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I the drawmgs: 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 
pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



i 3, The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing C^/yeci^^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): , 



X r~\ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since tiiey have been considered to go beyond tiie disclosure as filed, as indicated in tiie Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs. 



I I the sequence listing (jpcci^^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 



1-13 YES 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 



Claims NO 

YES 



Claims 1-13 NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 



1-13 YES 



Claims NO 



Citations and explanations 

Daciiment 1: JP 2001-345238 A (Showa Cabot Supermetal 

Kabushiki Kaisha) , 14 Deceinber 2001 
Document 2: JP 5-508686 A (Cabot Corp.), 2 December 1993 

Claims 1-13 

Document 1 cited in the international search report 
discloses a niobium or tantalum powder comprising 
aggregates in which primary particles of niobium or 
tantalum are aggregated and have a pore distribution with 
a peak in the range of l-20p.m (see the claims) , indicates 
that the technical problem being addressed is the 
provision of a high capacity solid electrolyte capacitor 

(see 0005) and indicates that starting materials such as 
potassium fluoride salt are obtained through reduction 

(^e paragraph 0007) . 



Document 2 cited in the international search report 
discloses a process for producing tantalum powder in a 
reactor vessel by reducing potassium f luorotantalate, 
wherein sodium is added to the reaction vessel to remove a 
portion of the moisture and air in the vessel, potassium 
f luorotantalate and a sodium compound are added to the 
reaction vessel, the potassium f luorotantalate is reduced 
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by the sodium compound to form tantalum powder with 
improved purity (see claim 9, etc.). Document 2 also 
indicates that water absorbed by the diluent salts or the 
tantalum compound is released and attacks the metal 
surface of the reactor to form a thin film of metal oxide 
and when the salt or compound reaches a molten state in 
the molten mass they form metal ions and that a high 
surface area, high purity tantalum powder is produced to 
prevent the formation of the metal oxide film on metal 
surfaces of the reactor, thereby removing the source of 
the heavier impurities during the production of tantalum 
powder (see page 3, lower left column to lower right 
column) . 

Delimitations of electrical capacity, CV retention, 
impurity content and the like are merely expression of 
desired characteristics deemed necessary. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
conceive of limiting the water content in the starting 
material to below a predetermined level or removing the 
water content by introducing a reducing agent into the 
reaction vessel at the beginning in order to prevent any 
impurities being mixed in due to the effects of water when 
producing niobium in document 1 . 
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